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Formalin-fixed paraffin embedded (FFPE) tissues often have masked epitopes. One method to expose the epitopes for subsequent immunohistochemical processing is through enzyme digestion with trypsin or pepsin. The following protocol is for pepsin digestion of FFPE tissues that have been sectioned, mounted on slides, de-paraffinized, and marked with wells (with rubber cement or PAP pen). 

Materials:

Pepsin (RT desiccator in 4.440)

ddH20

2 M HCl

For 10ml of pepsin solution, combine:

9.5 ml of ddH20

0.5 ml of 2 M HCl

20 mg of pepsin

Store at 4(C for up to 1 week

Or aliquot and store at -20(C. Avoid repeated freezing and thawing.

Digestion step in histology:

After removing paraffin and creating rubber cement wells, but before blocking, cover tissue sections in pepsin solution and incubate for 30 minutes at 37(C. After incubation, wash 3 X 5 minutes with PBS (or TBS). Proceed with blocking step.

